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To The Executive Committee SLEuro (European Lupus Society)

From Masato Okada, MD, Director, Inmuno—Rheumatology Center, St. Luke’ s

International Hospital, Tokyo, Japan

RE: Motivation for Nomination to the SLEuro Executive Committee

Dear Members of the Executive Committee,

It is with great honor and enthusiasm that I submit my nomination for a position on
the Executive Committee of SLEuro. Having dedicated my entire medical career to
the research and treatment of Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE), I have long

regarded SLEuro as the most authoritative and pivotal organization in our field.

While I am currently based in Japan, serving as the Director of the Rheumatology
Center at a major teaching hospital, my career has been defined by a truly
international trajectory that connects Japan, the United States, and Europe. I
believe this unique background allows me to offer a distinct and valuable perspective

to the committee.

My global journey began with my clinical training in New York, followed by advanced
fellowship training at Yale University. Subsequently, I had the privilege of practicing
medicine in Paris, France, for nine years from 1997 to 2006. This decade spent in
the European medical community gave me a deep appreciation for the diversity of

healthcare systems and patient care approaches across Europe.

Although I have since returned to Japan to lead a major rheumatology center, [ have
maintained a global outlook. I understand that applying from outside Europe is
unconventional; however, | see this as a strength. I am uniquely positioned to act as
a bridge between the European lupus community and the wider global context,

including Asia.



[ am eager to contribute my clinical expertise, my experience in navigating diverse
medical cultures, and my unwavering commitment to advancing SLE research to the
society. | would be honored to serve SLEuro and support its mission to improve the

lives of lupus patients worldwide.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Masato Okada, MD



