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Academia 

07/2013 Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (FHEA) 

01/12/2012 Postgraduate Certificate in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education (Route 2 – by 

portfolio), University of Leeds 

July 07, 2007 Venia legendi (Habilitation) for Dermatology & Venereology, Hannover, Germany 

April 24, 2005 Board certification in Dermatology (German Specialist Register) 

10/2005 Positive evaluation of “Junior-Professorship” Hannover, Germany 

06 May 1999 MD thesis in the field of the autoimmune pathogenesis of type I diabetes; Diabetes 

Research Institute, Heinrich-Heine University, Düsseldorf 
 
 

Career 

05/2022 – today Professor in Inflammatory Skin Diseases, Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz, 

Department of Dermatology, Lead Consultant for Autoimmune Diseases including 

specialized Lupus clinic 

04/2012 – 04/2022 Associate Professor in Inflammatory Skin Diseases, Specialist Doctor in Dermatology, 

University of Leeds & Department of Dermatology (NHS Foundation Trust, Bradford) 

& Leeds Musculoskeletal Biomedical Research Unit (LMBRU; NIHR) 

11/2008 – 03/2012 Lecturer in Immunology, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of Leeds 

03/2003 – 10/2008 Head of the outpatient clinic for autoimmune skin diseases at Hannover Medical School 

(jointly with Prof. T. Werfel) 

12/2002 – 10/2008 Position as “Junior Professor” for Chronic Inflammatory Skin Diseases, Department of 

Dermatology, Hannover  

08/1999 – 07/2001 Postdoctoral Research Fellow [funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 

(DFG)], Department of Dermatology, Hannover 

12/1996 – 12/2002 Resident & Research Assistant / Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Department of 

Dermatology, Hannover Medical School 
 

 

Editorial Boards 

Editorial Board Associate Editor: 

• Frontiers in Immunology (section Inflammation; 2017- 12/2019) 

• JDDG (2017 – 2020) 
Section Editor 

•  Journal Investigative Dermatology (since 5/2019) 

• Section Immunodermatology JDDG since 08/2024 
 

 

 

Selected current research projects  

 Project title and Support Role  



2024-2027 German Research Foundation (DFG) grant on early event in Lupus 

erythematosus 

PI 

2021 –2024 Psoriasis Association: Can molecular epidermal analysis predict response to 

treatment; PhD Studentship 

PI 

2022- 2024 Pfizer global competitive grant on tissue memory cells in atopic dermatitis PI 

2015-2022  ALPHA trial (Comparison of ALitretinoin with PUVA as the first line treatment in 

patients with severe chronic HAnd eczema); National Institute of Health 

Research (NIHR) HTA, multicenter (30 UK centres) 

Chief 

Investigator 

(CI) 
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therapy. Nat Rev Rheumatol. 2022;18(10):575-590.  
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Impact of IL-1 Family Cytokines on the Epidermal Barrier. Front Immunol. 2021;12:808012.  
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Specific Assay for Response to Type I Interferon Predicts Clinical Features and Flares in Systemic Lupus 

Erythematosus. Arthritis Rheumatol. 2020 May;72(5):769-779.  
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responses to rituximab suggest B cell-independent inflammation in cutaneous systemic lupus 
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Other relevant: 
Part of the MASTERPLANS consortium (MRC stratified medicine grant on SLE) 
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Biologics Register (BILAG BR) Consortium; MASTERPLANS Consortium; Bruce IN, Reynolds JA. 
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Consortium. Predictors of treatment response in a lupus nephritis population: lessons from the 

Aspreva Lupus Management Study (ALMS) trial. Lupus Sci Med. 2022 May;9(1):e000584. 
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Personal Summary 

 

I am Professor of Inflammatory Diseases at the Department of Dermatology, Mainz, Germany, 
heading the autoimmune disease and a specialized cutaneous lupus clinic embedded in 
translational research. The department operates in close interdisciplinary collaboration with 
nephrology (Julia Weinmann-Menke) and rheumatology (Prof. Andreas Schwarting). 

During my residency in Hannover, I was awarded my first DFG grant in 2005 to investigate the 
role of keratinocytes in cutaneous lupus erythematosus (CLE). The project focused on 
keratinocyte-derived mediators and keratinocyte-dependent interactions with lymphocytes. 

In 2008, I moved to the University of Leeds with an academic affiliation to the Department of 
Rheumatology, where I worked closely with the group of Ed Vital on lupus erythematosus, with a 
particular focus on early diagnostic. 

Now back in Germany, I continue my research in Mainz with a focus on early diagnostics, 
molecular CLE subtype characterization, CLE transition into SLE, and scarring LE. Our work is 
driven by close contact with patients and includes several clinical studies with real-world data 
collection and analysis to better understand disease-specific molecular signatures. By refining 
diagnostic pathways, we aim to offer more precise, individualized therapeutic strategies and 
ultimately improve patient care. 

Over the past years, we have learned that tissue-resident cells and the local tissue environment 
play a central role in shaping the diverse clinical manifestations of lupus. I strongly believe that 
an interdisciplinary molecular and clinical understanding is essential to capture the full 
spectrum of LE pathology. Moreover, taking the patients’ perspective across specialties, 
experience of symptoms, medication and lifestyle into account is equally critical for how we 
understand, manage, and ultimately treat this heterogeneous condition.  

With a growing range of emerging therapies and innovative approaches, we have exciting and 
informative years ahead of us. I would be honored to contribute to shaping these next steps as a 
future member of the executive committee of SLEuro.  


