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Current position

Since 1/04/2023  Associate Professor for Rheumatology

Unit of Rheumatology
Dept of Clinical & Biological Sciences University of Turin

Professional experience

2021-2023 Full-time researcher

Unit of Rheumatology
Department of Medicine
University of Padova

2020-2021 Post-doctoral Researcher

Project: Immunophenotyping and functional characteristics of B cells in
patients developing arthritis following administration of checkpoint inhibitors
Department of Rheumatology and Inflammation Research

University of Gothenburg

2016-2019 PhD student (Doctor Europeaus)

University of Padova and Charité — Universitdtsmedizin Berlin

Lab research at Prof. Thomas Ddrner’s B cell Lab

Thesis: Novel Pathogenic Pathways and Therapeutic Implications in Lupus
Nephritis: The Emerging Role of PTX3-Related Immunity

Clinical activity

Dr Gatto leads a specialized outpatient clinics dedicated to the diagnosis, treatment, and
follow-up of patients with systemic connective tissue diseases and especially SLE

Dr Gatto works at the inpatient clinic dedicated to systemic rheumatic diseases, where
patients with acute conditions/disease relapses are admitted for diagnosis and treatment
Rheumatology Day Hospital at home clinic

Research

Laboratory:

study of animal models (NZB/W F1 and MRL/Ipr) in vivo, with a particular emphasis on
exploring new pathogenetic pathways. This includes investigating experimental molecules
administered for therapeutic purposes in these models.

Identification of serological or tissue markers in patients with autoimmune rheumatic
diseases, especially in systemic lupus erythematosus, for clinical stratification and
prognosis.

Isolation and phenotypic characterization of circulating microvesicles and clinical correlation
in patients with autoimmune rheumatic diseases, particularly in idiopathic inflammatory
myopathies.


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4012-1248

Epidemiological Research:

e Cohort studies in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus.

e Focus on early treatment and prediction of response in SLE

¢ Phenotyping and disease trajectory in LN

¢ Identification of clinical factors predicting therapy response in patients with systemic
autoimmune diseases.

e Identification of risk factors for the development of severe respiratory system involvement
patterns in patients with idiopathic inflammatory myopathies.

Other ongoing activities:
e PlorSlinseveral RCT on SLE and LN
e Mentoring of medical students and residents in Rheumatology
e Coordinator of the Italian Society of Rheumatology (SIR) study group on Lupus Nephritis
(2025-2027)

Scientific Collaborations

Karolinska Several ongoing studies on the characterization of SLE and LN patients
Institutet, - Clustering based on immunophenotyping
Sweden - Drug response according to endotype

- Drug-elicited modification in the B cell repertoire and clinical correlates
- Characterization of the dual tissue-blood signature in lupus nephritis

3TR Horizon2020 Molecular diagnosis of patients with ARD (section: SLE)

ELUSIDATE Partner in the EUROPEAN LUpuS Inception-Cohort Developing initiATivE

protocol
Belimumab Italian belimumab registry
registry/ - SLE patients
BERLISS studies - Belimumab as initial treatment in LN
Voclosporin Italian voclosporin registry in LN
registry

REVEAL study Partner in the use of real-life Anifrolumab nationwide study in Italy

Late Research grants

2023-2025 Local research award at University of Turin

2022-2023 Italian Ministry for Research Grant and EU endorsed project (PRIN) in
Life Sciences (as Pl): The role and characterization of circulating
microvesicles as early predictors of development of autoimmune rheumatic
diseases

2021 Italian Society of Rheumatology (SIR) 2021 best oral presentation “Early
changes in circulating B cells portend flares in patients with SLE treated
with belimumab”,

2021 Stiftelsen Professor Nanna Svartz funding (Sweden)
Study of early B cell abnormalities in checkpoint-inhibitors related arthritis in
patients with metastatic melanoma



2020 “Lorenzo Re” Patient Onlus grant: 2-year project on preventive

strategies in lupus nephritis
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23rd January 2026
Motivation Letter: Renewal of Candidacy to the SLEuro Executive Committee
Dear Members of the SLEuro Executive Committee,

| am writing to express my motivation to renew my candidacy for the SLEuro Executive
Committee. Being part of the Committee during the previous term has been a truly
enriching experience, and | would very much like to continue contributing to SLEuro’s
activities and future direction.

My clinical and research work remains strongly focused on systemic lupus erythematosus
and lupus nepbhritis, with the aim of translating immunological insights into better patient
care. As Associate Professor of Rheumatology at the University of Turin, | am closely
involved in both the daily management of patients with SLE and in collaborative clinical
and translational research at national and European levels. This dual perspective has
guided my engagement within SLEuro and continues to motivate my involvement.

Over the past years, | have particularly valued the collaborative and multidisciplinary spirit
of SLEuro. | believe continuity within the Executive Committee is important to consolidate
ongoing initiatives and to support the development of shared projects, especially those
focused on patient stratification, treatment outcomes, and education of young clinicians
and researchers.

| remain highly committed to SLEuro’s mission and would be honored to continue serving
on the Executive Committee, contributing with enthusiasm, scientific expertise, and a
strong collaborative mindset.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kind regards,

Mariele Gatto, MD, PhD

Unit of Rheumatology, Mauriziano Hospital
University of Turin

mariele.gatto@unito.it

+393405525624
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