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Ancient structures, by purpose or accident, have demonstrated how rocking mechanisms can be an effective 
means of reducing, or even eliminating, structural damage following an earthquake. Perhaps inspired by this 
observation, low-damage rocking approaches have been explored in numerous research efforts over the last 
several decades. Out of this research comes the following observations: 1) allowing structures to rock 
effectively eliminates damage modes, such as soft-stories, and creates a predicable global mechanism that 
can achieve acceptable behavior for a full spectrum of performance levels, and 2) implementation of rocking 
into real buildings has been limited. This session will explore the elusiveness of wider implementation of 
rocking as a means to achieve low-damage outcomes. 
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