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Description 
In the words of Salvano Briceno, former Director of the UN Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction...  There are still too many poorly designed and constructed buildings in earthquake prone areas 
and too many people dying because of it. Around the world millions of seismically deficient buildings put 
people’s lives and livelihoods at risk and there is a clear need to improve and retrofit existing building stock. 
 
This session aims to explore current approaches and future directions for seismic retrofit and risk reduction 
programmes. In particular, the session is intended to confront the vastly different retrofit needs for diverse 
communities across the globe. On the one hand the major concern of many communities around the world will 
simply be to protect life safety... the seismic engineers most fundamental and traditional design objective. On 
the other hand, many emerging approaches are going beyond life safety to look at economic loses, downtime 
and the lasting impacts that earthquakes can have on our built environments and the communities they service. 
 
Are our current seismic risk policies and research focuses in line with societal expectations? Are incentives or 
legal requirements for retrofit balanced against other risks that we are exposed to? What are the innovative 
approaches that we need to retrofit buildings in a cost-efficient manner as our focus on sustainability continues 
to grow? 
 
The session will include presentations by the invited speakers, presentation of submitted papers, and a mini 
panel discussion led by the chairs. 
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