
We are glad to submit our candidacy to host the 18TH WCEE 2024 in Milano, Italy. The proposed date and 

location are: June 30th-5th July at MiCo Congress Center.  

The candidacy is supported by ANIDIS, IAEE member since its foundation in 1987, together with the whole 

Italian earthquake engineering community and several national and international companies, research 

centers and associations.  

Milano is at the heart of Europe and can be easily reached from all countries, thus being one of the preferred 

destinations for the organisation of international congresses worldwide. It is a multifaceted city with a 

glamourous past and exciting present with its venues of great value, its historic and cultural excellence, its 

strong hospitality industry and its excellent connections. In 2015 Milano hosted the Universal Exposition, 

EXPO 2015, and in 2026 it will host the XXV Olympic Winter Games Milano-Cortina.  

MiCo is the largest congress center in Europe and its spaces are extremely flexible. It can accommodate up 

to 18,000 participants in 70 fully equipped conference rooms with permanent control booths. The exhibition 

halls offer 54,000 square meters of exhibition space. The venue is downtown at walking distance from hotels, 

restaurants, the shopping district and with direct access to Milano’s Subway. 

Italy is a country of high seismic risk, and, in recent decades, it has been struck by several earthquakes. Our 

territory boasts the highest number of UNESCO world heritage sites in the world though being affected by a 

high seismic activity. This requires constant investments in terms of research, innovation, and new 

technologies. The contribution of Italian researchers to the development of earthquake engineering is 

mirrored by the increasing presence at WCEE since 1956 and since 1992 at least one Italian was invited to 

deliver a keynote lecture at each world conference. 

The candidacy of Milano is considered by stakeholders as a great opportunity to share within the world 

seismic engineering community excellence in research, technology and commitment in the field of risk 

mitigation. Many associations and companies have already expressed their patronage for hosting the 18th 

WCEE 2024 in Milano. 

Milano is one of the safest European cities and international conferences held in Milano have been shown 

to feature an average attendance increase of 20% with respect to events organised elsewhere. This is the 

Milano Factor! 

A preliminary budget has been elaborated and we foresee an attendance of about 5,000 delegates, the 

breakeven is at around 3,000 delegates. It allows us: 

1. to return a levy to IAEE of 5% on total registration income 

2. keep the registration fees lower than in past editions 

3. offer a complimentary registration fee to selected PhD students or young researchers 

4. define affordable fees for students, researchers and delegates from developing countries 

5. introduce the remote participation fee. This fee will be associated to the handling of papers and 

organizing high tech remote participation. Obviously, all this implies a complete streaming of the 

entire conference. MiCo congress center has a cutting edge technology, a fourth generation cabling 

system that allows the digital transmission of data in all the rooms, as well as streaming broadcasting 

and the connection of 25,000 devices to a single Wi Fi network at the speed of 1 gigabyte per second 

During the Conference technical visits to prestigious laboratories of research and the main construction sites 

in progress will be organized. Great emphasis will be given to the works under construction for the Olympic 

Winter Games Milano Cortina 2026.  

In 2001 the Rose School for higher education in the mitigation of natural risks was established in Pavia and 

in 2003 the Eucentre Foundation and the ReLUIS network of university laboratories were established both 



with the aim to study the effects of seismic ground shaking on buildings and damage reduction methods. 

During the 18 th WCEE it will be possible to visit Eucentre and its shake labs. A mobile shake table will be 

hosted at the conference and delegates will be able to experiment it. 

Italy is one of the most accessible countries in terms of Visa. EU citizens require only a passport or ID card 

to stay in Italy for as long as they like. Nationals from 178 international countries do not need a VISA to enter 

Italy as tourists for up to three months. The Conference Secretariat will follow the procedures to obtain VISAS 

for nationals requiring it. No costs will be charged to WCEE 2024 delegates for information (simple process, 

letter of request and notification) and handling of complex VISA process. 

Milano has 3 airports. Malpensa: the most important intercontinental hub in Southern Europe, located just 

at about 50 km from Milano city center, 40 minutes far by high speed Malpensa Express train. 

Linate: the city airport, 7 km from downtown and quickly reachable, starting from 2022 by metro line as well. 

Orio al Serio: low-cost companies’ airport located at 45 km north east of Milano, 40 minutes far by shuttle. 

Thanks to a large infrastructure network, it will be easy getting around the city. 

The city of Milano offers over 43,000 hotels rooms while in proximity of MiCo there are more than 1,600 

sleeping rooms ranging from 5 stars hotels to budget friendly lodge. Milano also offers a wide choice of low-

cost accommodation solutions: Bed and Breakfast/Guest Houses, Hostels, Residences, university campuses 

and Airbnb. 3,840 hotel rooms have been already booked for the WCEE 2024 delegates. 

In Milano you can enjoy many marvellous historical sites and modern locations, ideal locations for Gala 

Dinners where you can experience the typical Italian atmosphere made up of tastes, flavours colours and 

music. The WCEE delegates will have the chance to attend an exceptional evening at La Scala Theatre and 

enjoy the magic of a private performance at this celebrated Opera House. 

The city offers a wide range of must see attractions, no metropolis on the peninsula mixes ancient and 

modern better than Milano This intersection of world class art, high fashion, and stunning architecture is 

brimming with attractions that will help understanding how Italy’s past continues to influence its present. 

Milano boasts a unique artistic heritage, of which Da Vinci's Last Supper is the best known masterpiece. 

WCEE delegates will be able to easily reach the main Italian cultural treasures, such as Florence in 1 h 40, 

Venice in 2 h 30, Rome in 3 hours, Bologna in 1 hour, Turin in 45 minutes, Pavia in 30 minutes, and the lakes 

- Como, Maggiore and Garda - in 30 minutes to 1 hour. 

The organisation of the conference has been assigned to the Professional Congress Organiser AIM Group 

International, a leading company in the meetings industry with 60 years of experience. 

For further information and details about our candidacy and the proposed destination, please visit our 

website www.wcee2024.it  

Looking forward to welcoming you and the World Conference on Earthquake Engineering delegates in 2024 

in Milan. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

 

 

http://www.wcee2024.it/

